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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SF, AO, OAU 

SUB J : SAG OFFICERS COMMENT ON ANGOLA AND OAU 
Cl. DURING COURSE OF DISCUSSION WITH VISITING AF/I 
DIRECTOR ZACHARY IANUARY 22, DEPUTY SECRETARY MULTILATERAL 
RELATIONS DIV. AMBASSADOR BOTHA AND AMERICAN AFFAIRS 
OFFICER STEWARD COMMENTED AT SOME LENGTH ON ANGOLA ISSUE. 
BOTHA NOTED THAT WHEN US HAD CALLED FOR SAG ASSISTANCE IN 
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SAG HAD RESPONDED AND SACRIFICE SOME OF ITS YOUTH, BUT 
NOW WHEN MANIFEST COMMUNIST THREAT LOOMED LARGE IN SAG 
CONCERNS, AMERICA SEEMED UNABLE TO RISE TO RESPOND. 

HOWEVER GLOOMY OUTLOOK MIGHT BE NOW, ESPECIALLY WITH 
MPLA STRENGTH GROWING, SOUTH AFRICA WOULD NOT, AS ADMIRAL 
BIERMAN HAD SAID PUBLICLY, DEFEND WESTERN INTERESTS TO 
THE LAST SOUTH AFRICAN. RESPONDING TO QUESTION OF WHAT 
SAG WOULD DO IF AND WHEN HOSTILE AND WELL ARMED MPLA FORCE 
ARRIVED AT CUNENE VALLEY, STEWARD SAID "WE WILL CERTAINLY 
DEFEND THAT SET OF INTERESTS." 

2. SOVIET INTERVENTION AND DEADLOCK OF OAU MEETING WAS 
NOT WITHOUT BENEFIT TO SOUTH AFRICA, DFA OFFICERS NOTED. 
DESPITE TRADITIONAL DIFFERENCES WITH SAG, A SIZEABLE 
NUMBER OF AFRICAN STATES HAD CONCLUDED THAT CUBANS AND 
SOVIETS REPRESENTED MAJOR THREAT. WHATEVER SAG MAY HAVE 
DONE WAS CLEARLY PARALLELING THEIR CONCERNS IN RESISTING 
SOVIET INROADS, AND SAG EXPECTED ITS DIALOGUE WITH MANY 
OF THESE WOULD BE STRENGTHENED AS A CONSEQUENCE. IMPLICIT 
IN THIS THREAD OF THOUGHT WAS JUDGMENT THAT US HAD SHOWN 
ITSELF UNRELIABLE ALLY EVEN WHERE CHALLENGE WAS CLEAR, 
FORCING BLACK STATES TO CONSIDER WHETHER THEY MUST 
COMPROMISE WITH PRO-SOVIETS OR LOOK NOW MORE FAVORABLY ON 
SAG AS SOURCE OF STRENGTH AND ASSISTANCE. 

BOWDLER 
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